
DMV bicycle rules in a nutshell
Bicycles on public streets have the same rights and responsibilities as automobile
drivers.
Cyclists are part of the normal traffic flow and are entitled to share the road with
other drivers.
Cyclists can legally move left to turn left, to pass a parked or moving vehicle, another
bicycle, an animal, or to make a turn, avoid debris, or other hazards.
If the cyclist is traveling straight ahead, he or she should use a through traffic lane
rather than ride next to the curb and block traffic making right turns.
Drivers should allow a minimum of three feet of space between the vehicle and
bicycle when passing.
Before passing a cyclist in a narrow traffic lane, wait until the traffic is clear in the
opposite lane and then change lanes to pass the cyclist. Do not attempt to squeeze
past the cyclist.

21202.   (a) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed less than the
normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride as close
as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the
following situations:
(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same
direction.
(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not limited to,
fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards,
or substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand
curb or edge, subject to the provisions of Section 21656.
4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which highway
carries traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes, may
ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of  that roadway as practicable.

For purposes of this section, a “substandard width lane” is a lane that is too narrow
for a bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

What has two wheels, improves mobility and air quality, reduces traffic congestion
and parking demand, saves energy, and promotes healthy living through enjoyable

exercise? Sound too good to be true? Planners, engineers, policymakers, and
cyclists recognize these benefits related to bicycle commuting.

Eighteen bikes can be parked in the place of one car.
Thirty of them can move along in the space devoured by a single

automobile.

Same rights
Share the road

Don’t Squeeze By
Give them three feet

Substandard width lane
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